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Holier than Hollywood

The Berlin film festival’s always edgy, but this year it’s so pall(lcally hot, it seems to be openly mocking shallow Tinseltown By cAMERON BAILEY

FILMFEST-
VAL February 10-20
BERLIN — THERE'S ALWAYS A WAR ON
atthe Berlinale. You feelit. Whetherit's
Iraq, Bosnia, Rwanda or the eternal
flame of the second world war, the raw.

they're squabbling with their boss at
the auto shop, the next they're being
ritually shaved and cleansed for their
mission.

Abu-Assad (Rana’s Wedding) eases.
the story forward in a low-key, matter-
of-fact way. There's none of the melo-
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fact,

make their way into the

This

ter an Israeli missile attack hit too
close to the set

In Berlin, Paradise Now is both a
point of principle and a red carpet oc-
casion. It screens alongside American
froth like Hitch and In Good Com-
pany. You'd almost suspect that that
was part of the festival’s politics: to
ridicule Hollywood by setting it next
toactual, i

it
s

andSometimes In April the Rwandan
genocldednnm omptiitandiector

i
This is the chain of command. This is
‘what happens when things go wrong
and you're running around Nablus

But the reasons are more prosaic.
‘ThisyearBerlin screens343 films from
R G

sabigtent Itsa

adise Now can appear, it's the big,
g,lossy Palestine movie next to some-
ing like Zero Degrees Of Separation,
by‘l‘orumosil.lenﬂndus Herdocu-
‘mentary portrait of two couples is fu-
elled by the fact that both couples are
It

talis
On Lars von Trier: “He told me he
was preparing a musical with Bjork
and he had written a part for a black
American woman that he thought he
could give to me. I said, 'Why not?””

it's not enough for an Israeli Jew to
date a Palestinian, imagine if they're
also gay. And vice versa.

Berlin is also a place where Keanu
Reeves will show up to promote a

peror Hirohito is the subject of The

Paradise Now starts with the daily

Sun, from spool Russian di-
rector Aleksandr Sokurov (Russian
Ark).

But the movie most likely to set off
confllls amiong the Potadamer Plaiz

tary occupation, only later in the film
providing deeper glimpses into why
two otherwise ordinary guys would

place where Yortan b ik
Chan-Wook (Oldboy) will sell Ameri-
can rights to his third revenge thriller

works with: “Trust, what s trust?”

No doubt that last line is tattooed
on the eyeballs of a lot of the festival
veterans surging across the cobble-
stones here. Its a constant crush of

rmedby:ﬂanymAuad.zNes

when you realize it was shot in the

they're playing Peter Hutton's stun-

Skagaf-
jordur, and a new Janet Cardiff/
George Bures-Mille called

rt, it's the
story of two West Bank friends re-
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It's a place where, as radical as Par-

badges

small indie film called Thumbsucker skeptical people. You have to fight
and say nothing worth noting while  yourway through flocks of black coats
Catherine showup and _and opinions toget arywiiers. T
sands of us,
journalists swinging like dog tags from our necks,
On whether love can strke 3t any - moving on thousands of privte ts-
age:“Yes, I thi jectories
don't thinkit's impossible” We're looking for pictures. It's not
heryoung  overyet. @

‘Ah Twas
and so! It's not that I can stand agmg
more than other people, but I'm a fa-

For daily reports, check out
www.nowtoronto.com



